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Aloha to the Tokyo Hiroshima Ken People
Association on your 70th Anniversary. We are
the Honolulu Hiroshima Kenjin Kai (HHKK),
which was established in 1955, by first and
second-generation immigrants from Hiroshima
Prefecture. The purpose of our organization is
to promote and perpetuate the unique culture
and customs, its interesting food, its rich
traditions and its friendly and caring people of
Hiroshima.
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We are also fortunate that there are strong ties
between Hiroshima City and Hiroshima
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Prefecture with the City of Honolulu and the
State of Hawaii. A “sister” city relationship
between the Hiroshima City and the City and
County of Honolulu was established in 1959.
Plans are already being initiated for a 60th
anniversary commemoration in 2019. Also, a
“sister” state/prefecture relationship between
Hiroshima Prefecture and the State of Hawaii
was created in 1997. 20th anniversary
commemorations in both Hiroshima and Hawaii
will be celebrated in 2017.
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Each year, the HHKK focuses its efforts on the
following programs and causes:
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1. Okonomiyaki sale at the Japanese Cultural
Center of Hawaii’s New Year’s

Festival with net proceeds earmarked for
annual college scholarships for deserving family
members
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2. “Shinnen Enkai” and Membership Meeting/
Banquet scheduled to coincide with the world
famous Honolulu Festival and includes the
Hiroshima Goodwill Ambassadors
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3. Picnic, which focuses on the youth and
younger families, features traditional games
from Japan
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4. Hiroshima Commemoration and Peace
Service, which is held annually since 1990, is a
memorial service to honor the victims of the
tragic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945
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5. International Youth Exchange Program, with
the support of the Hiroshima Prefectural
Government, since 1996, high school students
from our membership are selected to travel to
Hiroshima and learn more about their
Hiroshima heritage
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6. Clean-Up of Ehime Maru Memorial and
Hiroshima Torii Gate is done by the members of
the HHKK to clean-up and spruce up these
landmarks.
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In recent years, we have been working with
other Hawaii organizations to promote our
Hiroshima heritage including:
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A. Building of replica of Itsukushima Shrine in

Honolulu, Hawaii, with the support of the
Hiroshima Hawaii Sister State Committee and
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Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce, was
accomplished in 2002 with contributions from
Hiroshima Prefecture, Hiroshima City and the
Hiroshima Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
This landmark is enjoyed daily by visitors and
residents!
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B. Raising funds for the creation of an exhibit,
featuring a paper crane made by the late Sadako
Sasaki, was achieved in September 2014. The
exhibit is a new display at Pearl Harbor.
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C. Responding to the landslides in Hiroshima,
which occurred in August 2014, a grass roots
campaign was initiated throughout the State of
Hawaii to raise funds for the victims and their
families
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D. Served to bring together Hiroshima’s Board
of Education and the State of Hawaii’s
Department of Education to establish a
statement of intent on May 27, 2016 (the same
day President Obama visited Hiroshima)
promoting educational opportunities for
students and teachers.
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As the Honolulu Hiroshima Kenjin Kai

commemorates its 62nd year of service, it is our
goal to work with the Tokyo Hiroshima Ken
People Association on programs and causes of
mutual interest to promote our Hiroshima
heritage and spirit!
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Omedeto gozaimasu! Congratulations on your
70th Anniversary!
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(Wayne T. Miyao President)

Hiroshima
Our Homeland Overseas
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When you think of Hiroshima, one thinks of
peace because of what can happen when the
world goes to war. When you think of Hawaii,
one thinks of a place to visit for a vacation
because of the allure of what paradise brings.
Living in Hawaii, one is so fortunate, as the
climate, its people, the cultures, the diversity of
the islands, the language and the food brings so
much joy and happiness. Located more than
2,000 miles from the nearest continental mass,
the Hawaiian Archipelago is the most
geographically isolated group of islands on
Earth.
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Why did our great ancestors leave their
homeland Hiroshima to come to this place
called Hawaii? As we reflect on why they came
here to this remote area in the late 1800’s, it
must have been because of a need rather than a
want. A lot of immigrants then thought that
Hawaii would bring them fortunes and they
would return to their homeland very
prosperous. Stories told of this journey are
many and a lot of immigrants never made it
back to Hiroshima, instead making Hawaii their
permanent home. A lot of immigrants brought
with them only the knowledge that the Meiji
government with its transition will have caused
only hardship in Japan and with this
immigration, there seemed to be some hope for
a better future elsewhere.
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Japanese immigrants came from Hiroshima,
Kumamoto, Fukuoka, Yamaguchi prefectures.
Also from Okinawa. These groups of immigrants
were also mindful of where they originated from
and formed organizations to continue the
relationship with their homelands. Today, in
Hawaii and also overseas in the USA and Brazil,
the organizations are still active.
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Our Kona Hiroshima Ken Jin Kai is very active
in our community and it is because of our
founder, Isso Kato who singlehandedly formed
our club from a total of 100 Hiroshima families
in 1967 when he discovered the Japanese
government were sending officials from their
respective prefectures to Hawaii as an
international gesture of goodwill.
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He was born in Hiroshima and came to Hawaii
as a blacksmith, owner of Kato’s Dairy Farm,
and also a coffee farmer. He was an isseli,
formed the Akitsu Gumi Association in 1909,
and served as head for 34 years. He was also
the head of school affairs of the Kealakekua
Japanese Language School for 23 years and
chairman of the construction committee to build
a Japanese Hospital.
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Isoo Kato was also interned from 1941 to 1945
in New Mexico, USA. During his active life, he
had received in 1935, for the 50th Anniversary
of Japanese Migration to Hawalii, a testimonial
and wooden sake cup from the Japanese
Government. In 1939, received a testimonial
from the Foundation of Japanese Language
Educational Association in Hawaii. In 1960, on
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the 75th Anniversary of Governmental Contract
Migration of Japanese to Hawaii, received a
testimonial and memorial gift from Prince and
Princess Takamatsunomiya. In 1968, on the 100
Anniversary of Japanese Migration to Hawaii,
he received a testimonial and memorial gift
from Prince and Princess Hitachinomiya. In
1972, he received “The Order of the Sacred
Treasure, Silver Rays” award for making a great
contribution to educational and cultural as well
as economic development of the region; to
establishing a good relationship between Japan
and Hawaii. He was also bestowed “The Rising
Sun 6th Order” award by Emperor Hirohito in
1972.
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This quiet man had accomplished a lot in his
life and by 60 years old, he declined every
request for numerous community affairs and
decided to concentrate on his family, coffee
farm, and bonsai. He passed away at age 89 in
1976.
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Many of the immigrants did not get to go back
to their homeland Hiroshima even though they

longed to be there. Those fortunate to have
returned had kept in contact with those they left
behind and today with communication made so
much easier with internet, there are those that
still remain in contact with families that the issei
did not get to see again. In Hiroshima, some of
the families still own the rice fields that our issei
ancestors left behind so long ago. Visiting with
relatives have made the Hiroshima-Hawaii
connection even better for our young people
today. There are so many things that Hiroshima
offers and one who visits will have a higher
level of understanding peace and the world
itself.
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Belonging to an organization with ties to Japan
has given us in Hawaii a lot of opportunities to
broaden our horizon. The Hiroshima Prefectural
government over the years had kept in touch
with Hawaii and has hosted a lot of programs
like the student exchange, the health study, and
meeting of officials. Within the organization, we
have hosted the Chamber of Commerce from
various cities and offered many cultural events
over the years. Our organization now has
approximately 163 members and recently reated
a 50th Anniversary Cookbook honoring our
founder Mr. Kato who was very influential to
our organization.
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From our point of view, now the sansei (third
generation) are forever grateful for our
grandparents to have come to this remote place
on earth. With the issei (first generation of
Japanese descent), they planted the seeds which
future generations would reap the harvest. The
Nisei (second generation of Japanese descent-
children of the issei) were caught between the
struggles of two countries and two cultures. The
sansei (third generation of Japanese descent)
witnessed the passing of culture and language
with the passing of grandparents and parents.
They now honor the legacy of their ancestors
and the memories of an era by passing on the
bounty to preceding generations to their yonsei
(fourth generation of Japanese descent)
children, gosei (fifth generation of Japanese
descent) grandchildren and to the future
generations.
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Carol Zakahi, Historian for the Kona Hiroshima Ken Jin Kai
c¢/o P.O.Box 5657

Kailua-Kona, Hi. 96745

Carol Zakahi a7 )4 &R A& HY FAEHi 5657 Kailua-Kona,
NTA 96745

Contact info:

Phone: 808-987-2625

Email: carolazakahi@aol.com
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